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their own members of whom some defied the ordinances,
evaded payment of toll, and traded outside the mart town *.
It appeared as though the dissolution of the Company was
imminent2 in view of its failure to obtain any remedy
against the * straggling merchants ', or free traders, who
swarmed into Nuremberg and other parts of Germany from
which members of the fellowship were excluded3. The
remedy for its difficulties seemed to lie in a return to the
Netherlands, and advances were made to the States General
in the hope of finding a permanent residence in a Dutch port 4.
The Company demanded the confirmation of the privileges
granted in 1587, together with other concessions such as
protection against an increase of toll, and rights of civil
jurisdiction and testamentary disposition 5. The answer of
the United Provinces was considered ambiguous 6, but at the
beginning of 1598 7 the government of the Company was
settled at Middelburg with which it had kept up an inter-
mittent connexion since 1582 8. The transference of the
fellowship from the Empire to the United Provinces met with
opposition from members of the Company, who were ' weary
of the impositions' of Holland and Zeeland 9 and also held
that better prices were obtained in Germany10; and so they
traded independently with Hamburg and Liibeck. As these
1 State Papers Foreign, 1579-1580, p. 103 ; Newcastle Merchant Adven-
turers, i. 109.
*	This was the view of a correspondent in State Papers Domestic, 1598-
1601, p. 130.
8 Elizabeth had forbidden the export of cloth to the Rivers Elbe and
Ems, but the interlopers disregarded the order: ibid. 204. The Company's
complaint is in Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, vii. 543. Interlopers were
frequenting Nuremberg ' a few years before * 1584 : Wheeler, A Treatise
of Commerce (1601), 51. Some idea of the extent of their trade may be
obtained from the fact that 60,318 cloths were shipped from London to
Stade in 1596—1597 by the Merchant Adventurers ; and 5301 to other
places by them and interlopers : State Papers Domestic, I595-I597» ?• 5*5*
*	Hist. MSS. Comm. Cowper, i. 38.
6 Ibid. Salisbury, viii. 66-70.   (For 1587 see supra, p. 206.)
6	Ibid. Salisbury, vii. 543.    The account given by the official historian
of the Company is highly coloured :  Wheeler, A  Treatise of Commerce
(1601), 19.
7	See Wheeler's letter in Newcastle Merchant A ^venturers, i. 11 o.   Grants
of the States General are dated 1598 and 1599 :   The Lawes, Customes and
Ordinances of the Fellowshippe of Merchantes Adventurers, 239.
8	Supra, p. 206.
9	State Papers Domestic, 1598-1601, p. 253.
10 Ibid. 1601-1603, p. 160.
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